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Unit 1 Study Guide

PLOT
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Match each word to its proper definition.   

____1. Conflict

____2.Exposition

____3. Falling Action 

____4. Setting

____5. Resolution

____6. Plot

____7. Climax

____8. Characters

____9. Rising Action 
Read the passage, and then answer the questions that follow.
It began like any other summer day. Bright with a bit of haze hanging around the horizon, as if waiting for the searing heat to come by and carry it away. Life in the three-story house on Firewheel Drive seemed remarkably boring – table set for breakfast; the kids running up and down the stairs grabbing books and papers and other assorted essentials to stuff in backpacks.

As Lucy came down the stairs with a granola bar in one hand and her bag in the other, she spotted Eleanor, her older sister, was putting on her shoes. “El, what do you think she’ll be like?”

“I dunno, Lucy. I just hope everyone likes her so she’ll stay,” replied Eleanor. “We ran the last one off so fast that dad had to take two days off work. And that better not happen again. Dad will hit the roof.”

Lucy thought for a minute and then shouted, “Okay, everyone. Freeze! She’s about to be here. Can you please, please, please pull out your best manners; put away your pranks; and remember why we need someone to help Dad?”

Gabe, Reese and Bob mumbled something under the breaths to which Lucy replied, “Please?!” At that moment, the doorbell rang. It usually sounded like a bluebird singing. Today it sounded more like a hawk screaming at them to answer the door.

As she opened the door, Lucy noticed a remarkable sense of order and calm come over all her siblings. And as this happened, she saw a small, stooped woman with a wide smile and a hat that appeared to be…sparkling.

10. What is the setting of this story?

a. in the morning, at a house on Firewheel Drive

b. before bed, at a house on Firewheel Drive

c. near the horizon in the downtown area

11. Who are the characters of this passage?

a. A small, stooped woman and her hat

b. Lucy and her dad

c. Lucy, her siblings and the small woman

Decide where each of the following events from the story would fit on the plot diagram.
Exposition

Rising Action
Climax

Falling Action

Resolution

12.  The doorbell rang. ____________________

13.  The children’s morning routine of breakfast, packing backpacks, etc._______________

14. Lucy’s question about what “she” will be like ____________________

15. The small woman stands in the doorway with a sparkling hat. _____________________

16. Calm and order appeared as Lucy opened the door. ___________________

POINT OF VIEW
17. Select the choice from below that shows this passage is written from a third person limited point of view.



Joshua and Sydney went for a long bike ride that evening. The sun was beginning to set in the distance. Joshua began to worry that they wouldn't make it home before dark. He suggested that they take a short cut on the way home.

a. Joshua and Sydney went for a long bike ride that evening.

b. The sun was beginning to set in the distance.

c. Joshua began to worry that they wouldn't make it home before dark.

d. He suggested that they take a short cut on the way home.

18. Choose the sentence in this portion of "The Circuit" that shows that the story is written in a 1st person point of view.



I still felt a little dizzy when we took a break to eat lunch. It was past 2 o'clock and we sat underneath a large walnut tree that was on the side of the road. While we ate, Papa jotted down the number of boxes we had picked. Roberto drew designs on the ground with a stick.

a. It was past 2 o'clock and...
b. I still felt a little dizzy when...

c. Roberto drew designs on the ground...

d. While we ate, Papa jotted down the number...

19. Identify the point of view in the passage below from The Baffled Parent's Guide to Great Basketball Drills 



Before each practice begins, make sure you check the court and remove any debris from the playing surface. When your players arrive, check that they have the proper footwear and that they've removed any jewelry, which could injure the player wearing the jewelry or another player. Always carry a list of emergency phone numbers for your players, and know where the nearest phone is located. You should also have a first-aid kit, and you might want to take a first-aid course. 
a. first-person

b. second-person

c. third-person limited

d. third-person omniscient

20. Identify the point of view in the passage below from Holes by Louis Sachar



The next morning Mr. Sir marched the boys to another section of the lake, and each boy dug his own hole, five feet deep and five feet wide. Stanley was glad to be away from the big hole. At least now he knew just how much he had to dig for the day. And it was a relief not to have other shovels swinging past his face, or the Warden hanging around.


a. first-person

b. second-person

c. third-person limited

d. third-person omniscient

21.  Identify the point of view in the passage below from The Zombie Survival Guide by Max Brooks



Travelling light is essential to your journey. Before packing anything, ask yourself, "Do I really need this?" Once you have compiled your gear, go down the list and ask that question again. Of course, traveling light does not mean just holstering a .45, grabbing some beef jerky and a water bottle, and heading down the road. Equipment will be vital, more so than in any other scenario where you are holed up in a place is a prison, a school, your own home where supplies are in abundance. The equipment you take with you may be all you have.

a. first-person

b. second-person

c. third-person limited

d. third-person omniscient

22. Identify the point of view in the passage below. 
Goldilocks was a proud and defiant little girl who have been told many times by her mother to stay out of the woods, but she paid little attention to others, especially her elders, giving lots of attention instead to herself and her own desires. One day, just to show that she could, she wandered deep into the center of the forest, farther from home than ever before. In a clearing she noticed a small cottage, smoke issuing from the chimney. She thought it was quite an ugly little cottage, but she also thought it might be a place where she could get a little something to eat and drink.

a. First-Person

b. Second-Person

c. Third-person Limited

d. Third-Person Omniscient

CHARACTER & CHARACTERIZATION 
23. Identify the types of characters/characterization in the notes below. 
________________ = A characters that changes over the course of the story 

· Scrooge is selfish and mean in the beginning of A Christmas Carol, but later becomes generous and selfless when he realizes his sins. He changes because of what happens to him in the story. 

________________ = A character that does not change over the course of the story
• Cinderella’s stepmother is mean in the beginning of the fairytale and mean at the end. She never changes. 

________________ = A well-developed character with varied traits, both Good and Bad.
• Ariel, in Disney’s The Little Mermaid, has positive traits, like being loving and courageous, but she also has less flattering traits like being forgetful and disobedient. She is a well-developed character with many sides. 

________________ = a less-developed character with one or a few traits; he/she is usually one-sided or stereotypical.
• Think of dumb blonde characters in many teen movies—they are usually selfish, bossy, and mean. We never see them being nice or having problems of their own. They are one-sided and less developed. 

________________ Characters

• An important figure at the center of the story’s action or theme.
• Sometimes called a protagonist (Conflict with an antagonist may spark the story’s conflict.) 

________________ Characters

· Supporting the major character are one or more secondary or minor characters whose function is partly to illuminate the major characters. 

· Often static or unchanging: they remain the same from the beginning of a work to the end. 

24. Identify the types of characters/characterization in the notes below. 
• The ________________ of a character to better understand his or her personal attributes 

 Personal attributes are the qualities or characteristics of a character in regards to: 

· Physical appearance 

· Age 

· Personality traits 

· Mental traits Emotional traits 

· Social traits

·  Interests

· Occupation 

· Etc. 

_______tagonist

                                                      - Main Character
                                                      - Almost always dynamic
_____________tagonist

- Opposing Character or Force

- May be either dynamic or static

Direct or Indirect Characterization 

· A direct and specific statement is made by either the author
or the narrator about a character’s appearance, thoughts, feelings, actions, or reaction 
· The description of a character is directly stated in the text and can be read word for word 

Direct or Indirect Characterization 

· The reader must use clues from the text and draw upon their own experiences to make inferences about a character and their personal qualities 
· The description of the character is NOT directly stated within the text. 

25. Label each quotation with “I” for indirect, or “D” for direct.

_____Jane was a beautiful young woman. 
_____When Jane walked in the room, everybody stopped to stare at her. She commanded attention wherever she went.
_____Jim was very unlike any other businessman. He made sure that all his clients got what they had paid for. 
_____Jim was an honest man. He never cheated anybody in his entire life.
_____An old couple living near John's house considered him just like their own son. He would shop for them every day and get them whatever they needed.

_____John cared a lot for the well being of others. There was an old couple living alone near his house, and John was so kind-hearted that he bought groceries daily for them.

_____Ed Johnson scratched his head in confusion as the sales rep explained Dralco’s newest engine performance diagnostic computer. The old mechanic hated modern electronics, preferring the old days when all he needed was a stack of manuals and a good set of tools.
_____“That Ed Johnson,” said Anderson, watching the old mechanic scratch his head in confusion as the sales rep explained Dralco’s newest engine performance diagnostic computer. “He hasn’t got a clue about modern electronics. Give him a good set of tools and a stack of yellowing manuals with a carburetor needing repair, and he’d be happy as a hungry frog in a fly-field.”
_____Julie held up six different outfits in front of the mirror and pondered which would go best with her navy blue shoes, pastel eye shadow and the diamond earrings she’d already procured from her overflowing vanity. After ninety minutes of mixing and matching, and cell-phoning her sister three times for advice, Julie finally made up her mind. She’d give the navy blue skirt and white sweater a try, hoping Trent would love it.

_____Julie owned a multitude of outfits and accessories, and it always took her forever to decide which combination might impress Trent.  As usual, she called her sister several times for advice since she could never make up her mind. After doing so, Julie decided to give the navy blue skirt with the white sweater a try.

SEQUENCE
26. Read the passage below & fill in the chart in chronological order.
Doane Robinson came up the idea for the Mount Rushmore

National Memorial in 1923. He wanted a sculpture that could

be carved into granite rock in the Black Hills of South

Dakota. Robinson dreamed of a sculpture that would honor

heroes involved in westward expansion. When Robinson hired

the sculptor Gutzon Borglum to carve Mount Rushmore in 1924,

Borglum had a new idea. Borglum thought the monument

should showcase four famous presidents: George Washington,

Thomas Jefferson, Theodore Roosevelt, and Abraham

Lincoln. Robinson agreed. Then, on October 4, 1927, the

sculptor and his crew started carving the memorial. They

worked for several years until they encountered a problem

when carving Thomas Jefferson in 1931. The rock that they

intended to use for Jefferson was not strong enough. So, in

1933, the carvers began preparing the rock to the left of

Washington for Thomas Jefferson. The old Jefferson's head was

blasted away. Workers carved the presidents' faces into the

stone for a total of 14 years. Finally, in 1941 the monument was

finished. Today, the 2 square mile sculpture of the presidents'

heads is visited by nearly three million people a year.

	1923
	

	1924
	

	1927
	

	1931
	

	1933
	

	1941
	

	Today1933 
	


ALLEGORY
allegory |ˈal ˌgôrē|
noun ( pl. allegories ) A story, poem, or picture can be interpreted to reveal a hidden meaning, typically a moral or political one: Pilgrim's Progress is an allegory of the spiritual journey.
• a symbol. 
The Lion and the Mouse

The Lion and the Mouse Once, when a Lion was asleep, a little Mouse began running up and down upon him. This soon wakened the Lion, who placed his huge paw upon him, and opened his big jaws to swallow him. “Pardon, O King,” cried the little Mouse, “forgive me this time, I shall never forget it! I may be able to return the favor one of these day?” The Lion was so tickled at the idea of the Mouse being able to help him that he lifted up his paw and let him go. Some time after, the Lion was caught in a trap, and the hunters, who desired to carry him alive to the King, tied him to a tree while they went in search of a wagon to carry him on. Just then the little Mouse happened to pass by, and seeing the continued . . . 28 sad plight of the Lion, went up to him and soon gnawed away the ropes that bound the King of the Beasts. “Was I not right?” said the little Mouse.

27. What is the moral of this story? ________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________

________________________________________________
The Four Oxen and the Lion 
A Lion used to prowl about a field in which four Oxen used to dwell. Many a time he tried to attack them, but whenever he came near they turned their tails to one another so that whichever way he approached them he was met by the horns of one of them. At last, however, they began quarreling among themselves, and each went off to pasture alone in a separate corner of the field. Then the Lion attacked them one by one and soon made an end of all four

28. What is the moral of this story? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________

SATIRE
A literary work that ridicules its subject through the use of techniques such as exaggeration, 
reversal, incongruity, and/or humour in order to make a comment or criticism about it.
29. Does it use humor? Exaggeration? Reversal? Incongruity? ______________________
30. What’s the serious message of this satirical cartoon? __________________________
__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

The longest part of the story where the conflict develops


people or animals in the story


the beginning where the characters setting and main conflict are introduced


organized pattern or sequence of events that make up a story


 the story comes to a reasonable ending


The turning point of a story 


The problem in the story


The time and place a story takes place


All loose ends of the plot are tied up.








