
	  

Friend of fatherless! 
Fountain of happiness! 
Lord of the swill-bucket! Oh, how my soul is on 
Fire when I gaze at thy 
Calm and commanding eye, 
Like the sun in the sky, 
Comrade Napoleon! 
 
Thou are the giver of 
All that thy creatures love, 
Full belly twice a day, clean straw to roll upon; 
Every beast great or small 
Sleeps at peace in his stall, 
Thou watchest over all, 
Comrade Napoleon! 
 
Had I a sucking-pig, 
Ere he had grown as big 
Even as a pint bottle or as a rolling-pin, 
He should have learned to be 
Faithful and true to thee, 
Yes, his first squeak should be 
“Comrade Napoleon!” 
 

 

3) How does a word like this effect the tone 
of the poem? 

A Closer Look At Minimus’s Poem 
Have a closer look at this poem, and then answer the questions around it. 

1) What poetic device is used in the first two 
lines?  
 
 
2) How is this line humorous? 
 
 
 
5) What does the word ‘comrade’ mean and 
why does Minimus use it here? 
 
 
 
 
 
7) This stanza is  clearly trying to make 
Napoleon out to be a god. Explain how.  
 
 
 
 
 
9) Explain the use of humour in this stanza. 
 
 
 
 
 
11) Why do you think that the same line is 
repeated at the end of each stanza? 

4) Identify and explain the figure of speech 
used in this line of the poem. 

 
 
 

6) Where would you usually see words like 
‘thou’ and ‘thy’? Explain why are they used 

in this poem. 
 
 
 
 

 
8) Why use exclamation marks? What effect 

does it have? 
 
 
 

10) Explain in your own words (and normal 
language!) what the poet is saying in this 

stanza. 
 
 
 

12) Explain how the other animals are 
completely fooled by this sort of language 

and rhetoric.   

13) LONGER QUESTION: 
‘This poem is a satirical attack against patriotic songs and anthems’. – Do you agree with this statement? In a paragraph of at least 10 
lines, explain your answer. You must fully explain what is meant by this statement (how is it satirical?), and your response.   
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